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INTRODUCTION. 

IT is dmoft uiiivcrfally bclicW, that fhe 
Firft Epifik of Clemens Romanus U the 
Church at Corinth is of very high antiquity^ 
and bears the characters of primitive fimpli- 
city. 

Some leatned men fay that it was written 
in the iixty-fifth year after the birth of Chrift. 
From fome hints in the epiftle, there is rea* 
fon to believe, that it was fent to the Corin- 
thian church before JfetufiUem was deftroyed 
by Titus, A^t). 70. as Clement fpeaks of the 
worfhip of God in the temple, refers to the 
offerings of the priefts at the altar^ and men- 
tions Peter and Paul as lately dead. 

References to, and quotations from, 
this epiftle, are often to be found among the 
early writers for Chriftianity« 



ii INTRODUCTION. 

As the following tranflation is hot defigned 
for the critical infpeftion of the learned, but 
for the Ualearoed, amojag whom the greateft 
number of chriftians were, and ftill are found, 
it is therefore unneceflary to croud the mar- 
gin with dujtborities from the writers of the 
fecond, third,' and fourth centuries, to fha\r 
the high efteem the firfl chriftian churches 
bad for thb ^piflle ; yea, ib great was it, as 
tp be publickly.read in many of the churches 
o£ JJia. 

The otilymanufcript copy of this cpiftle, 
which exifts in the world, as far as we know, 
i$ dapoiitod in the Britifo Mufeum. It is writ- 
ten QO vdlUjDb a»d bound up with the copy 
of the obi and niew teftam^Ats, commonly 
C^Ied The JiAXAfidrian Bible. It is faid to be 
written by 7Mcht a ocoblewomanf in the 4th 
century. This fbew^ bow highly it was 
efteemed as far down as the couiKil of Nice. 

When Cyril Patriarch of Alexandria was 
tranflated to the patriarchate of Conjlanti* 
nople, he brought with him out of Egypt a 
valuable colle£);ipn of manufcripts, and among 
them this copy of tht Bible and Clemenfs 

cpiftle. 
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cpiille, which he generotiQy fent» ais a moft 
vahiable prefcnt, to King Charles I, by Si^ 
Thomas R^e, at that tiin€ his Majefty's ambaf- 
fador at the Porte, from this maDufcrfpt 
all the editions of this epidle that are in the 
world hs^ve fpning. 

This valuable remain of ftni iquity, by be- 
ing buried in Egypt above i joo years, has 
happily cfcaiped the calamity whith befel the 
writings of the other primitive Others, which 
were mangled, interpoIate4, amid miferably 
adulterated by the hands of the Romtjb cler- 
gy, to ferye their purpofe^^ 

Ignatius was almoft cotemporary with C/j- 
ment. Yet how different is the ftile of his 
feven epif^les, called genuine^ fi^m the ftile 
of Clement in the following epiftle ! 

Ignatius with a very high and domineer- 
ing tone, is made to fpeak the language of 
DiotrepheSy who was fcvcrely rebuked by the 
apoftle John. 

Clement^ oq the other hand, is modeft add 
humble. 

The 
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The Ignatian eplftles carry in them evi- 
dent marks of interpolation and forgery, af« 
tcr all th^ labour and pains it has coft the 
learned and candid Dr f^ake to defend them. 

The learned archbifhop found in them an 
unanfwerable argument for prelacy, drawn 
from the Jewijb hlgh-prieft, inferior priefts, 
and Levies, which the corrupter of Ignatius 
applies to the bifhop, prefbyters, and deacons. 
But no fuch thing cs^n be found in the New 
Teftament, npr ip the epiftle of Clement^ nei- 
dier in Polycarp^% epiftle to the PhilippianSf 
in which epifUe P^lycarp places the Lord Je- 
f\is in the room of the high-prieft of the 
JewSf as hi$ antitype. 

Phptius, a learned critic, and patriarcji of 
Conftantinopk, about the middle bf the 9th 
century, in his examination of Clement's epif- 
tle, finds only this fault with him, that he 
fpeaks not fo exprcfly of the deity of the 
Son of God, as he ftiould have doue. But 
the learned patriarch fhould have confidercd, 
that there was no cpntrovcrfy or debate in 
the church at Corinth, nor in any of the 
churches in the age of Cknmit, on ftiat fub- 
Jea. For 
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For this reafon tbe apologifts and wtiters 
for Cbiiftianicy) in the two firft centuries, 
fpeak. fparingly, and fometimes in ^n un« 
guarded manner, on that fubjedt. This gave 
a handle to Arius and his followers, about 
the time . of the council of Ni(fe, to defend 
their impious dodtrin^ by quotations from 
their writings, perhaps vitiated ; and to draw 
from thence conclufions which were never 
intended by the authors. It has always^ been 
judged unfair to draw arguments ixonx de- 
tached fentences, againft the main fcope an^ 
obvious defign of an author. The Tefta- 
ments, both new and old, have not efcaped 
this, treatment. 

Clemenfs epiftlc was written to the Corin^ 
thian churclji within twenty years a,fter they 
had received Paul's two. epiftles.. He was one 
of PauPs fcll6\^-labourcrs in the gofpel, and 
honourably mentioned by him'i^ fuch in the 
fourth chapter of his epiftle to the Philippic 
anSy and was probably well acquainted with 
the paftors and brethren of the Corinthian 
church. He fpeaks with efkem of their 
prefbyters whom they had depofed, through 

the 
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the influence of two or tbr^c envious ai^d 
turbulent leading men in the church. 

In the laft chapter of the firft epiftic to 
the Corinthians f Fortunatus is one of the mef- 
fengcrs of that church who were fent to Paul. 
In the fame chapter Stephanas and his houfc 
are taken notice of as being the firft fruits of 
j4chaia, 

Clement informs uSj^ that it was the apoftlf» 
praAice, to ordain from among the firft- 
fruits of their miniftry, prefl)yters in the new- 
ly-gathered churches; and we learn from the 
clofe oiClemenVs epiftle, x\i^t Fortunatus with 
other nleflcngers were fent from the Corinthi- 
an church to the church at Rome^ for their 
advice, which Clement and the whple church 
fent them in the following epiftle. It is not 
improbable that Stephanas was one of the de* 
pofcd bifliops of the church at Corinth. 

As Chment was PauPs intimate friend^ it 
was very natural for the church at Corinth to 
write to the church where he refided, for 
counfel and advice in their melancholy and 
divided condition. 

Thet 
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Tiii&T wbb were depofed were all prefby- 
ters. Clement ki\ew no diftinftton betwixt bi« 
fhop, prefbyter, or elder, as the apoftks 
knew none. Paul calls the prcfbyters at Ephe- 
fus, biihops ; John and Peter call themfelves 
ptefbyters or elders. The exaltation of a bi- 
ihop above prefbyters was later than the days 
of Clement ; but the myfiery of iniquity ^ as 
Paul calls it, was working faft towards this 
exaltation. John faw and rebuked it in Dio' 
trephes : but it grew, as was foretold, tilt 
it came to its monflrous head in the church 
of Rome. 

CUm^t BO- where lets faA the kaft hint, 
that the church at Corinth had not power to 
depofe their pireibyters, if they behaved not 
in charaAer ; but he Uames them for eafting 
out thofe preOs^ters inrho had exerciled the 
office of a bUhop well ; and therefore com- 
pares their fedition to that of Aaron ^nd Mi'- 
nam againft Mo/es^ and to the fedition of the 
Ifraelitijh church againft Aanin conceraif^ 
the priefthood. 

4 

Faith in the Lord Jefus Oixift, the Son 
of God, who was raiipLt from the dead, ac 
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cord'mg to the fcriptures^ is the capital doc- 
trine taught by the apoftks, and hj CUment 
in this epiftle. 

Brotherlt love, with its fruits, is warm- 
ly recommended and exhortied td, as the true 
e^4dence of faith. 

Humility and lowlinefs of mind, as the 
way to glory and honour when the Lord re- 
turns, are recommended with many argu- 
ments and examples. 

After the exalilfjile of the Lord and hid 
apoftles, he comforts the chriftian thurch 
under their afflictions for the fake of the go- 
fpely and prepares them for more trials. Not 
one hint faUs from him of betur times, or 
that the world will ever be reconciled to the 
faith and converfation of true cbiiftians. 

He aflb'ms that the refurreAion fix)m the 
dead is the only enlivehing hope of fufiering 
chriftians, and fpeaks of it in the ftile of his 
beloved Paul. 

Bt fome hints he gives, it would appear, 
that the di{pute concerning the refurreAiOn, 
of which Pttul wrote* to them, was not yet 
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^tanend in that church $ and it is evident, 
that their fchifms and £a£tions, occafioned bf 
their being puffed up for one againft another, 
were fo far from being quelled by PMiPt 
epifties to tbeoi, that they grew to fuch mad- 
nefsy as he calls it, as to depofe their prefby- 
ters whofe charaAers were blamelefi. 

Some learned men have raifed an objeA* 
ion againft this epiftle, be^aufe Clement draws 
an argument for the refurreAion of the bo- 
dy from the f sabulous ftoiy of xhtpkenix: 
to thiis it may be anfwered» ift^ That Clement , 
though a venerable and apoftolical man, is 
not coniidered by us as divinely infpired in 
writbg this epiftle, as were the apoftles in 
their writings : and, 2dly^ It is no great won- 
der that he gave credit to this fable, which 
at that time was univerfally believed by JevfSf 
Gentiles i and Chriftians f and why fhould the 
refurreAion of the dead be incredible to thofe 
who in that age believed the ftory of thejpito- 
nix ? which though now univerfally known 
to be a fable, yet as to them, was an argu- 
ment ad hamin^m^ 

b TvL^ 
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The learned Dr Wake above mentioned 
Has anfwered this objcftion with great per- 
Ipicuity, in his preliminary difcourfe on the 
epidles of the apoftolical fathers, printed at 
London f '737> 4'^ edit. 

It muft be acknowledged, that the learn- 
ed archbilhop's tranflation of this epiflle is 
excellent and elegant, though not fo literal 
as could be wiQied. He had the idea of ^e 
church of England before him, and believed 
it to be like thofe primitive churches ; and 
it is no wonder that he adapts certain words 
to his church, which had a meaning in the 
age of Clement different from that now affixed 
to them, * 

In the fixth feftion, the names of thpfc 
women Danaides or Danais^ and Dirce, whicl^ 
arc in the original Gree/^, are thrown out of 
the tpxt into the margin of the archbifhop's 
tranflatiop ; he judging it unworthy of C/er 
ment to rank with chriftian fufferers thofq 
famous Gentile ladies. But is there apy ab- 
furdity in believing that there might be chri- 
ftian women of thefe names, and fufferers 

for 
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for cbrlftianity, well known to Clement and 
the Corinthians f 

Bound up with this epiftle, in the arch- 
bifiipp's edition, are feveral others, which car- 
ry felt-evident marks of forgery and interpo- 
lation. They breathe not the fame fpirit 
v^ith Clement. 

Finally, the archbifhop's book is writ- 
ten for the learned, and falls into few hands. 
But this attempt is defigned for the unlearn- 
ed, to fhew them the likenefs of Clemenfs 
doctrine to that of the Lord and his apoftles^ 
and the complexion and conftitution of the 
churches immediately after the apoftles days ; 
for, towards the end of the fecond centuiy, 
they will not anfwer to the line of the fane* 
tuar]^» neither in doArine, difcipUne^ nor go- 
vernment. 
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THE 

FIRST EPISTLE 

O F 

CLEMENS ROMANUS. 

THE church of God fojeurning at 
Rome, to the church oJF God fo^ 
journing at G)rinch : 

To the called, fanftified by the will of 
God« through our Lord Jefus Chrift : 

Grrace unto you, and peace^ from Al- 
mighty God^ by Jefus Qirift^ be multi- 
plied upon every one of you^ and towards 
each other. 

L 
Beloved brethren^ it was owing to 

cal^iticsaqd.adYeriitiesii^hjc.h befel us. 
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that we feemed fo flow in attending to 
thefe matters you defired of us; efpecial- 
ly that impious and deteftable fedition^ fo 
unbecoming the ele£l ftrangers of God> 
which a few rafli and arrogant perfons 
have inflamed to fo great madnefs« So 
that your venerable and famous name, fo 
worthy to be loved by all meui is grie-' 
voufly reproached. What ftranger com- 
ing among you, tiath not been fully con- 
vinced of your felf-denied and eftabliflied 
fsMth? who has not admired your found 
and equitable piety in Chrifl: ? who hath 
not proclaimed your magnificent difpofl^ 
tion to hofpitality ? who hath not blefled 
your well-grounded and perfefted know- 
ledge? All your affairs were carried on 
without refpeft of perfcMis; and ye walk* 
ed according to the laws of God, being 
fubjeft to your leaders, and giving due 
honour to your elders : you charged young 
men to learn moderation, and to.be fober- 

ildnded: you ekborted the women to d6 

aU 
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ail things with a blamelefs^ undefiled, and 
chafte confciencc, loving their husbands 
in a becoming manner ; you taught them 
to obfefve the law of obedience, and to 
manage their houihold-afiairs with mo- 
deration. 

II. 

You all ftudied humility of mind^ not 
beine vain-glorious ; rather fubmiffive, 
than feeking dominion ; rather inclined 
to give, than to receive, being fatisfied 
with what God beftowed for daily fufte- 
nance ; carefully attending to his words, 
your bowels were enlarged, and his fuf- 
ferings were before your eyes. So that 
your love to all was profound and fplen- 
did, and you had an infatiable deiire of 
doing good. There was a plentiful effii- 
fion of the Holy Spirit upon you all. Ye 
were alfo filled with a fandified delibera- 
tion. "With the readinefs of a good mind 
ye lifred up your hands with holy confi- 
dence to Almighty God, bcfeccbia^V^v^ 
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\9ith tears to be raercifal, and pardon your 
involuntary offences. There was a fer- 
vency in your prayers night and day for 
the whole brotherhood, that the number 
of the eleft might be faved, with mercy 
and confcience. Ye were pure and harm- 
lefs, not remembering offences againft one 
another. Every fedition and every fchifm 
was an abomination to you. Ye bewailed 
the failings of your neighbours; their 
fliort^comings ye looked upon as your 
own. Ye never repented of well-doing ; 
ye were ready to every good work : all- 
virtuous and devout difcipline adorned 
you. All your affairs were tranfafted in 
his fear. The Lord's commandments were 
written upon the tables of your hearts^ 

III. 

Every honour and enlargement was 
beftowed on you ; then that fcripture was 
fulfilled, '* My beloved did eat and drink^ 
*' was enlarged, waxed fat, and kicked^,'* 

* Deut. xxxii. IJ. 
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Hence procefedcd cn?y, ftrife, fedition, 
tumtiltuoiis confufion, perfecution, war 
ind captivity. Hence they who were con- 
temptible hare rifen up agatnil thofe who 
t^ere cfteemed : the unworthy againft . 
the praife-worthy : the fooHfh againft the 
wife: the yotinger againft their eiders. 
Wherefore righteoufncfs and peace are 
far rendoyed frota among, you : So that 
every on6 of you hath given up with the 
fear of God, and turned blind concerning 
thd faith of him; neither have ye walked 
in hi^ command^ inftitutions; nor has ' 
your deportment beeil as becometh Chrift. 
But every one walked according to his 
evil lufts, chcriihing unrighteous and un- 
godly envy, on account of which death 
Ciitcred into the world. 

For fo it ife written, " And it came to 
" paft, that in prbcefs of time Cain brought 
^ an offering to God of the fruits of ^Vsr. 
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examples of our own age. By reafpn of 
emulation and enyy^ the faithful and 
mod upright pillars of the church were 
perfecuted even unto a terrible death. 
Let us fet before our eyes the goo(j[ 
apoftles. Peter, by reafpn of unrighteous, 
emulation, fuffered not one or two, b^t 
many painful labours ; and thus, haying 
fuffered martyrdom, he went to his due 
place of glory. By reafon pf emulation, 
Paul carried away the prize of long-fuf- 
fering, being fe?en times bound, beaten 
with rods, ftoned : was made a preacher 
both in the eafl and weft: he received 
the excellent glory of his faith, inftruA* 
ing the whole world in righteoufnefs: he 
came to the outmoft borders of the weft^ 
fuflfering martyrdom under the high pow- 
ers. Thus he departed out of the world, 
and went into the holy place, and was 
made the greateft example of perfe?er« 
ance« 

VL 
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- VI. 

Unto thefe men walking with God, 
was gathered together a great multitudd 
of the eleA, who fuffering many ftripes 
and torments^ by reafon o£ tiivy, afforddt 
a mofl excellent copy among u$. By rea* 
fon of emulation/ thefe Women, Danae 
and Dirce, having fuffered grierous and, 
nefarious punifhments^ arrived at the end 
of the firm race of their faith, and though 
ilckly in their bodies, received the noble 
reward. Emulation alienated wives from 
their husbands, and changed the faying of 
our father Adam, ** This now is bone o( 
^' my bones, and flelh of my fieih^:^' Emu- 
lation and envy have overturned grea( 
cities, and rooted out mighty nations. 

vn. 

Wje write thefe things, dearly bclov6d, 
not only to admonifh you, but alfo to 

• Gen. u. aji 
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keep ourfelves in remembrance ; for we 
are in the fame field of battle, and the 
fame conflift awaits us. Wherefore let us 
lay afide empty and vain cares, and let 
us come up to the glorious and venerable 
rule of our holy calling. Let us confider 
what is comely, pleafant, and acceptable 
in the fight of our Maker, Let us ear- 
neftly fix our eyes on the blood of Chrift, 
and behold how precious his blood is to 
God ! How, when it was poured out for 
our falvation^ it condefcended to bring 
the grace of repentance to the whole 
world. Let us attentively confider all 
ages, a^nd learn, that the Lord gave place 
of repentance in generation after genera- 
ticm to thofe who were willing to turn 
unto him, Noah preached repentance^ 
and they who obeyed were faved. Jonah 
preached deftruftion to the Ninevites j 
But thefe who repented of their fins, ear- 
neftly fupplicating for mercy, pacified 
God ; yea, tho' they were ftrangers to 

God, vm. 
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VIIL 

The public mmifters<rf tbegjrace of 
God have, by the Holy Spiritji fpoken of 
repentaiKe« And the Lord of all himfelf 
hath fpoken of repentance with an oath« 
'^ I live> faith the Lord, I wl} not the 
*' death of a finner, as repentance * ;'^ 
adding that good counfel, " repent ye, O 
*' houfe of Ifrael> of your iniquity.--5ay 
'' iinto the children of my people. If 
'^ your fins reach from the earth to hea»» 
" ven; and thp' they he.mQr5 red than 
*^ fcarlet, and more black, than fackcloth 
^' of hair *, and ye fhall turn, towards me 
" with your whole heart, and fliall fay^ 
'' O Father! I will give ear unto you as 
*^ to a holy people,*' And in anothep 
place he fpcaks after this manner: ^* Wafti 
f^ ye, and be made clean; take away the; 
*^ evils from your fouls from before my 
^* eyes. Ccafc from your v^ickedncffes^ 
'^ learn to do well ; f^ek after judgment ; 

* Ezek, xxxiii. ii. 
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*' deliver tbc opprcffcd ; judge the or- 
*' phan, and do juftice to the widow, 
^ And comei and let us reafon together^ 
^ faith the Lord : even tho' your fins be 
'^ as purple^ I will make them white as 
^ foow : and if ye be willing, and dili- 
^' gently hearken unto me, ye (hall eat 
" the good things of the land: but if ye 
^ will not, nor diligently hearken unto 
^ me, the fword Ihall devour you; for the 
'^ mouth of the Lord hath fpoken thefe 
^ words.''-- — Therefore, being willing 
that all his beloved ones fhould partake of 
repentance, he has eftablifhed it by his 
d^hnighty will* 

IX- 

Whereforb let us hearken to his ex- 
cellent and glorious will, eameftly im- 
ploring his mercy and loving kindnefs : 
let us run, and turn ourfelves to his bow- 
els of cbmpaffion, forfaking our vain la-^ 
bour^ flrife, and envy that drives us to 

death. 
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death. Let us fledfaftly fet our eyes on 

thofe who have perfe{):ly miniftered to 

his excellent glory. Let us take Enoch 

for our example, who being fcHind right* 

eous in his obedience, was tranflated, and 

bis death was not found. Noah being 

found faithful in his miniftry, preached 

regeneration to the world, and the Lord 

f^ved by him the living creatures which 

went in harmony and concord with him 

into the ark. 

X. 

Abraham, who .was called the friend 
of God*, was found faithful in his obe- 
dience to the words of God. He, in 
obedience, departed from his own coun^ 
try and relations, and from his father's 
houfe, giving up with a fmall country, 
weakly relations, and a fmall habitation, 
that he might inherit the promifes of 
God. For he faith unto him, ^' Leave 
thy country, thy kindred, and thy fa- 
" ther's houfe, and go unto that land 
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^* which I will (hew unto thee. And I 
** will make of thee a great nation^ and 
*' I will blefs thee> and magnify thy name^ 
" and thou {halt be blefled ; and I will 
*' blefs them that blefs thee, and I will 
'^ curfe them that curfe thee ; and all the 
^^ tribes of the earth (hall be blefTed in 
^' thee *." Again, God faid unto him, 
when he feparated from Lot, *^ Lift up 
^' thine eyes, and look from the place 
'* where thou now art, towards the north, 
*' and the fouch, and the eaft, and the 
^^ weft ; for all the land that thou feed I 
" will give unto thee and to thy feed for 
^' ever : and I will make thy feed as the 
'^ fand of the earth ; if one can be able to 
*' number out the fand of the earth, fo 
** ftiall thy feed be numbered outf.'* And 
again, he faith,*' God led Abraham forth, 
*' and faid unto him. Look up unto heaven, 
^' and count the ftars, if thou art able to 
^^ number them out : fo fhall thy feed be« 

^ Gpn, xii. I. t ^^Q* '"ii^ I4t 
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^ Abraham belieyed God» and it was im- 
** puted to him for righteoufnefs t." By 
faith and hofpitality a fon was given to 
him in his old age ; and in obed&enco he 
offered him a facrifice to God upon one 
of the mountains which he pointed out to 

him*. 

XL 
Thr ouGH hofpitality and godlinefs Lot 
was faved from among the Sodomites f , 
when the whole country around was ad- 
judged to fire aiKl brimftone f : the Lord 
making it manifeft, that he will hj no 
mtaas leave them who hope in him ; but 
thofewho turn away from him he will give 
ap CO calamity and torment. His wife who 
went out together with him, being of an^- 
other mind, and not of one accord with 
him ; on this accounf^ was fixed as a won- 
der, fo that fiiei became a pillar of fak 
eyen unto this day ;. that it may be manif 

t r - . - « . 

J Ged. XV. 5. * Gen. xxii. f Gen, xix, 
i 2 Peter ii»^>,^' 
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fed to all, that they who are double- 
minded, and doubt of the power of God, 
are fet up for judgment, and a wonder 
to all generations, 

XII. 

By faith and hofpitality the harlot Ra« 
hab was faved *. For fpies having been 
fent out, under Joihua the fon of Nave, 
into Jericho, the king of that land un- 
derftood that they came to fpy out his 
country, and fent men to apprehend 
them, that, when apprehended* he might 
put them to death. But the hofpitable Ra* 
hab, having admitted them, concealed them 
hi the top of the houfe, under ilalks of 
flajc. But meflengers from the king hav* 
mg received intelligence, came and faid 
unto her. Men came unto thee, to fpy 
but this our country i bring them forth ; 
for fo bath the king commanded* Bat ihe 
anfweredi Thefe two men whom ye feek, 

* Heb. xi. 31. Jofhua ilk' pa£ii»« - 

came 
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came unto mc, but they fuddenly depart-* 
ed^ and went that way^ pointing out to 
them the dppoiite road. Then ihe faid 
unto the men^ I certainly know> that the 
Lord your God hath delivered up this ci^ 
ty to you ; for the fear add terror of you 
is fallen on all the inhabitants. Where- 
fore, when ye fhall get poffeflibil of the 
city, pirefcrve me and my father's houfe« 
They replied. It fhall be fo as thou haft 
ipoken unto us : when thou dif<!remeft us 
approaching, thdu Ihalt gather together 
all thine under thy roof; and they fhall be 
preferved ; but as many as fhall be found 
without thy houfe fhall be deftroyed* 
And they added, that flie fhould give a 
(ign i that fhe fhould hang out of her 
houfe a fcarlet thread : making it mani« 
feft, that all who believed and hoped id 
God fhould be redeemed by the blood of 
the Lord# — You fee, brethreii, that not 
only faith, but alfo prophecy, was in thi^ 
woman* 

C XIIL 
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XIII. 

Let us therefore, brethren, be hum* 
ble-minded, laying aiide all vain-glory> 
pride, fooliflmefs, and wrath, and let uh 
do that which is holy, f' Let not the wife 
man glory in his wifdom, nor the flrong 
man in his flrength, nor the rich man 
" in his riches ; but he that glorieth, let 
him glory in the Lord> that he may feek 
him, and do judgment and juftice ^•" 
Efpecially keeping in remembrante the 
words of the Lord Jcfus, which he fpake 
teaching courtefy and long-fufFering. For 
thus he faid, *' Be ye merciful, that ye 
*' may obtain mercy ; forgive, that ye may 
*' be forgiven ; do ye as ye would have it 
" done to you ; judge ye, as ye would be 
** judged ; be ye kind, as ye would have 
'' kindnefs jQiown to you : with what mea« 
'^ fure ye mete, it fhall be meafured to 
you again f ." Let us eftabliflx ourfelves 

* Jer, ix« 3J. 1 Con i. 31* f Lukevi. 33* 
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by this commandment and thefe precepts^ 
that we may walk in humility of mind, 
always obedient to thefe becomingly holy 
words of his. For the holy word faith, 
'* Upon whom will I look, but upon him 
** who is meek, quiet, and that trembleth 
*' at my word*?'' 

XIV, 

If it is then juft and holy, men and 
brethren, rather to give obedience to God 
than to follow the ring-leaders of deteft- 
able emulation in pride and fedition, we 
undergo not a fmall damage, but rather 
great danger ; if we raflily give ourfelves 
up to the will of thefe men, who throw 
themfelves into ftrife and fedition, fo as 
to alienate us from our good behaviour. 
Let us be kind unto one another, accord- 
ing to the tender mercy and fweetnefs of 
our Maker; for it is written, ^^ The kind- 
^' ly-mercifiil (hall inhabit the earth, and 

* If;uah Ixvi. 2, 
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•' the harmlcfs (hall be left upon it ; but 
^' tranfgreffors (hall be rooted out from 
^ It ^/' Again he faith, " I faw the wick- 
'* ed lifted up and exalted above the ce- 
^' dars of Lebanon J and I paifed by, and 
'* behold he was not, and I fought out 
^' his place, and found it not f .'* Watch 
innocence and reftitude, for they are the 
legacy of peaceful men, 

XV. 

Let us firmly adhere to thofe who fol^ 
low peace with godlinefs, and not to thofe 
who incline^to peace with hypocrify. For 
Jie fays fomewhere, ** This people draw- 
** eth near to me with their lips, but their 
** heart is far from me t :'* And again^ 
** They blefs with their mouth, and curfe 
" in their heart §:" And again he faith, 
'* They loved him with their mouth, and 
'' with their tongue belied him ; their 

* Pfalm xxxvii. 9, Prov, ii, 20. f Pfalm 
Ipcxviii. 36. X Ifa< xxix. 13. § Ffalmlxii. 4. 
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*' heart was not upright with him, and 
'^ flood not upright in his covenant* But 
*' let their lips be deceitful, the tongue 
'^ fpeaking high fwelling words, thofe 
'* who fay. We will magnify our tongue, 
^' our lips arc from ourfelves ; who is 
^' Lord over us ? — ^^For the oppreffion of 
*^ the poor, for the fighing of the op- 
'' preffed, now will I arife, faith the 
^' Lord J I will place him in fafety, and 
" will be his confidence ^." 

XVI. 

For Chrift is theirs who are humble- 
minded, not theirs who exalt themfelves 
over his flock. The fceptre of the ma- 
jefty/of God, our Lord Jefus Chrift, came 
not with the found of vain-glory and ar- 
rogance, altho' he could have done it, 
but with lowlinefs of mind, according as 
the Holy Spirit fpake of him : for he 
faith, " Lord, who hath believed our re-* 

* Pfal. XX. lxxviii.37. xii. 3. 
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** port ? and to whom h^ith the arm of 
** tkc Lord been revealed ? we have 
*' preached before him as a little child^ 
*' as a root in dry ground ; for there is 
*^ no comclinefs in hinij, nor glory ; and 
'' we faw him^ and he had no comelineis 
'' nor beauty ; but bis form was igno^ 
" minious, and eclipfed before the fons 
'' of men ; a man of flripes and painful 
'^ labour, and acquainted with bearing in« 
"' firmities. Becaufe his countenance was 
*' not difcernedj, he was defpifed, and not 
** accounted of. This perfon bears. our 
^' fins, and is grieved on our account, 
and we accounted him to be in pait^fvl 
labour, in ftripes and affliAion : But he 
** was wounded for our tranfgreflionSj 
** and affliftcd for our fins. The cha- 
^* ftifement of our peace was upon him, 
** and we are healed with his ftripes. AH 
■ ^ we like iheep have gone aftray ; man 
" has wandered in his way, and the Lord 
- ' hath delivered him up for our fins ; and 

« tho* 
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** tho' he was afflifted, he opened not his 
mouth. He was led like a iheep to the 
llaughter, and like a lamb before his 
Ihearer, dumb, thus he opened not his 
** ixiouth. In his humiliation his judg- 
'* ment was taken away ; and who Ihall 
** declare his generation ? Bccaufe his / 
•* life is taken from the earth, for the . 
*' iniquities of my people he was led to j 
" death. And I will give the impious 
** for his biirying-place, and the rich for 
*' his death, becaufe he did no iniquity^ 
** neither was there found guile in his 
** nlouth, and the Lord Would cleanfc 
« him from his ftripes. If he be deliver* 
** ed for fins, your foul ihall fee a long- 
" lived feed. The Lord will deliver his 
foul from pain, to ihow him the light, 
and form him to knowledge ; to juilify 
the Juit One a good fervant to many ;' 
and he ihail bear up their fins. Where- 
fore he Oxall inherit many, and (hall 
*' divide the fpoil olF die ftrohg, becaufe 
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** his foul was given up to deaths and he 
** was numbered with tranfgreflbrs, and 
« he bare up the fins of many, and was 
** betrayed on account of their fms */* 
And again he faiths *' But I am a worm 
and no man, the reproach of men, and 
difdain of the people : all who looked 
on me derided me ; they fpoke with 
•* their lips, they fhook their head, He 
'* hoped in the Lord, let him deliver him, 
** let him fave him, becaufe he will have 
** him f •" — Ye fee, beloved men, what 
kind of example is fet before us : for if 
the Lord fo humbled himfelf, what ihall 
we do, who are brought under the yoke 
of his grace ? 

xvn. 

Let us imitate them who went about 
in goat and fheep-ikins, preaching the 
coming of Chrift. We fpeak of the pro- 
phets Elias, Eliiha, and Ezekiel, and with 

* Uaiah liii. f Ffalm xxii. 6. 

them 
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the martyrs K Abraham gave a fignal te- 
itimony, and was called the friend of 
God f : and in deep humility fixing his 
eyes on the glory of God, he pronoun- 
ces, '* I am dufl and aflies t»^[ Moreover, 
it is thus written of Jot, ^^ Job was jiifi:, 
'^ blameiefs, faithful, fearing God, and 
<« abftaining from all evil §/* But he ac- 
cufing himfelf, fays, " No man is clean 
«• from filthinefs, not tho' his life were 
«« but of one day ||/^ Mofes was declared 
faithful in all his houfe, and by his com- 
mand God determined to deliver Ifrael 
from their ftripes and* cruel punifliments : 
but tho^ he was greatly honoured, he 
fpoke not high fwclling words, but when 
the divine oracle was given to him from 
the bufli, he faith, « Who am I, that 
** thou ftiouldfl: fend me ? 1 am flow of 
*' fpeech, and of a flow tongue ^/' And 
he faith again, ** But I am the fmoke of 
';a pot." 

* Heb. xi. 97. f Ifaiah xli. 8* James ii. 
23. t Gen. xviii. 27. § Job u I. || Job idv. 
4. f Exod. iv. 10. 
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xvm. 

But what fhall we fay of David, of 
whom it is wimdTed, that God fpake, 
'' I have found a man according to my 
'' heart T J have anointed him with eter- 
«« nal oil */* — But he faifh un^o God, 
*' Be merciful to me, O God, according 
*^ to thy great mercy, and according to 
*« the multitude of thy tender compaffions 
" blot out my tranfgreffipn; Wafli me 
*^ fully from my tranfgrejQGion^ and cl^^nfe 
*' me from my fin, for I acknowledge my 
** tranfgreflion, and my fm is continually 
*' before me. To thee alone have I fin- 
'' ned, and have done that wicked thjn^ 
'* before thy fight ; that thou may eft be 
" juftified in thy words, and mayeft pver- 
*« come when thou art judged. Behold, 
«* I was conceived in tranfgreffions, and 
<* in fins did my mother conceive me. For 
'^ behold thou haft loved truth, thou haft 

^ Pfal. Ixxkxx^ 2t. A^ xiii. 22. 
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<< revealed the hiddeu and dark things 
'' of thy wifdom unto me : thou ihalt 
'* fprinkle me with hyflbp^ and I ihall 
*' be clean: thou wilt wafh me» and I 
*' fhali be whiter than fnow. Thou wilt 
" caufe me hear joy and gladncfs. The 
** bones that were humbled flxall rejoice, 
** thou wilt turn away thy face from my 
*' fins, and blot out all my tranfgreiHons. 
'' O God, create a clean heart in me> and 
" renew a right fpirit in my inwards. 
'' Call me not from thy face^ and take 
" not away thy holy Spirit from me. Re- 
'* ftore to me the joy of thy faliration, 
*' and ftrengthen me with thy guiding 
'* Spirit, I will teach the lawlefs thy 
** ways, and the ungodly fhall ,be turned 
*' unto thee, O Gqd, deliver me from 
'' bloods ! O God of my falvation, my 
" tongue ihall joyfully proclaim thy ju- 
" ftice. O Lord, open my mouth, and my 
" lips (hall declare thy praife. For if thou 
'^ wouldefl: facrifice, I would have g^en 



I 



tt8 THE FIRST EPISTLE of 

f it ; but whole burnt-offerings pleafe 
'^ thee not ; a contrite heart is a facrifice 
^* to God ; a broken and humbled heart 
** thou wilt not defpife ^." 

XIX- 

Therefore the humility and fub- 
jeftion through obedience of fuch and fo 
many fufferers thus born witncfs to, hath 
not only rendered us, but alfo the pre- 
ceeding generations, better than cren 
thofe who have received his oracles with 
fear and truth. Therefore being made 
partakers of fo many, fo great, and illuf- 
trious aAions, let us make hade to arrive 
at the mark of that peace which was de- 
iivered to us from the beginning : and 
let us fix our eyes on the parent and cre- 
ator of the world, and let us firmly ad- 
here to the magnificent and exceeding 
great gifts of his peace, in good wofks, 

tPfalmli, 

Let 



CLEMENS ROMANUS. 29 

Let us fix our thoughts upon him, and 
behold, with the eyes of our foul, his 
long-fufFcring purpofe. — Let us confi- 
der how unwrathful he fticws himfelf 
towards all his creation. 

XX. 

The heavens being put in motion by 
,Jiis adminiftration, are fubjefted 10 him 
in peace, lilj:ewife day ai)d night perform 
their appointed courfe, without jarring 
one with another. Alfo the fun, the 
nioon, and chorus of ftars, perform their 
appointed courfes in harmony, without 
any diforden The teeming earth, accor- 
ding to his will, in its proper feafons 
.brings forth fruit in abundance, both to 
men, to beafls, and all living creatures 
that are in it, without cpntradifting or 
altering the defign of any of hi^ decrees. 
The inacceffible and ineffable waves of 
jhe aby^es and deeps are contained with^ 

in 
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to be in peace sind hartnooy, doing good 
nnto ill ; bm more abundantly unto U9, 
Who hav^ iSied to his bowels of coiti* 
paffioB, through our Lord Jefus Chrifl^ 
to whom be glory ^nd majefty for erer 
and ever^ Ameti. 

XXL 

BfiWA&E, beloYcdy left his benefits^ 
which are maiiy, (hould turn to the con- 
demsatioQ of us all> if our conyerfation 
be not worthy of him^ and we do not the 
things which are good and acceptable in 
bis figbi) tvith unanimity. For he faith 
fomewh^e, *' The Spirit of the Lord is 
*' a candle^ fearthing the inward parts 
*' of the b«liy §/' Let us confider how 
near be is> and that none of our thoughts^ 
nor the difputes we are engaged in^ are 
hid from hiln« It is juft then we ibould 
BOE rdia<|uiih his flatutes, turning away 
from hfe will. It is better we ftiould of- 

§ Prov, XX. 27. 
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fend fooliih and though tlefs men^ me» 
puflfcd up and vain-glorious of their dif- 
courfe,^ than that we fhould ojBFend God, 
Let us reverence the Lord Jefus Chrifl, 
who gave his blood for us. Let us revere 
our leaders; let us honour our elders; 
let us teach the younger the difcipline 
of the fear of God. Let us fet our wo- 
men right towards that which is good : 
let them fliew forth the lonely ways of 
chaftiry. Let them demonftrate their . 
harmlefs inclination to meeknefs, let the! 
moderation of ^their tongue be inanifefted 
by their voice ; but let thera (hew forth 
their love equally unto all who in holi-^ 
flefs fear God, without refpeft of pcr- 
fons. Let your children be made parta- 
kers of the inftruftion that is in Chrift : 
let them learn how ^ Kighly humility of 
mind is regarded with God ; what pure 
love can do with God.; how great- and 
amiable his fear is, faving all thofe who 
walk in holinefs in him with a pure mind, 

for 
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for he is the fearcher of our thotights 
and intentions^ whofe Spirit is in us, and 
Mrhen he pleafes, he takes him away from 

US. 

XXII. 

All thefe things the faith in Qirift 
confirms. For even he by the Holy Spi- 
rit calls iirito us after this manner : 

«* Coiiie hithet, children, hear me, I will 
** teach you the fear of the Lord. Whd 
** is the man that would live, loving to 
" fee good days ? Let him refrain his 
** tongue froni evil, and his lips from 
fpeaking guile : let him turn from evil 
and do good ; let him feek peace, and[ 
" purfue it. The eyes of the Lord are 
** upon the juft, and his ears are to their 
" prayers ; but the face of the Lord is 
*' upon them who do evil, to root out 
«* theit memory from the earth. The 
**juft cried> and the Lord heard hmi 
" and delivered him from all his alflic- 
*' tions. . Many flripes are to the (inner : 

E '' Wl 
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" but mercy fliall furround thofe who 
" hope in the Lord *•" 

XXIII. 

The beneficent and merciful Father 
in all things hath bowels of compaifion 
to them who fear him : and further, hd 
beftows richly, with good- will and gen- 
tlenefs, his grace on them who draw near 
to him in fimplicity of heart. Therefore 
let us not be double-minded^ neither let 
our fpirit be puffed up on account of his 
exceeding great and glorious gifts«Let that 
fcripture be far from us, where he faith, 
<« Wretched are the double-minded, and 
*' they who are of a doubtful heart, fajr- 
** ing, Thefe things have we heard from 
*' our fathers, and behold, we have grown 
** old, and none of thefe things have be- 
** fallen us f .'^ O thoughtlefs people ! 
compare yourfelves to a tree. Take the 

* Pfal, xxxii. lo. xxxiv. ix. f James i. 2* 
S Peter iii, 4; 
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vine: firft it cafteth its leaves, then it 
putteth forth buds, then leaves^ then the 
flower, then four grapes, and after them 
ripe grapes. Confider then in how fliort 
a time the fruit of a tree arrives at per- 
feAion in ripenefs. In truth his will and 
pleafurc will foon be perfeftly and fud^- 
denly accompliihed : the fcripture alfo 
bearing witnefs to this, that '• the Lord 
" will come fuddenly to his temple, even 
" the Holy One whom ye look for t/^ 

XXIV. 

Let us confider, beloved, how the 
Lord points out to us perpetually that 
there (hall be a future refurreftion, of 
which he hath made our Lord Jefus 
Chrifl the firft-fruits, having raifed him 
from the dead. Let us, beloved, give at< 
tention to that refurreftion which hap- 
pens according to its feafon. Day and 
night manifeft the refurreflion to us: 

X Malac^i ill, I, 
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the night lies down to fleep ; the day arifi 
es : the day declines ; the night comes on^ 
Let us behold the fruits; it is evident to 
all, how the feed grows. The fower 
went forth and cad out the feed into the 
earth ; the feed, thus fown, fell into the 
earth weak, dry, and naked; time diflblves 
them. Then out of that diifolution the 
great power of the Lord's providence 
raifes them again, and out of one feed 
multiplies many, fo brings forth fruit. 

XXV. 

Let us confider that admirable woun 
der which is produced in the eaflern 
parts, that is, in thofe about Arabia. — -. 
There is a little bird called phcenixj^ be- 
ing an only one, lives five hundred years} 
when it draws ne^r to its diffolution by 
death, it builds for itfelf a neft compofed 
of frankincenfe, myrrh, and other fpices, 
into which fhe enters, having completed 
her feafon, and dies. Out of its putrified 

body 
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body a certain worm is produced, which 
being nouriflied with the moifture of tho 
dead animal^ is feathered, and growing 
Itrong takes up the fame neft in which 
are the bones of its parent, and carry- 
ing them on its fhoulders, points her way 
from the country of Arabia, into Egypt, 
to the city called Heliopolis, and flying 
by day, in the fight of all, depofits them 
on the altar of 'the fun, then ihe returns 
from whence flie came. The priefts then 
examining the records of the times, find 
that the bird having compkted its five 
hundredth year, returns again, 

XXVL 

Shall we judge it then a great and 
marvellous work, if the creator of all ftiall 
raife again from the dead thofe who have 
ferved him in holinefs, in the confidence 
of a good faith, even when he makes 
known to us, by a fmall bird, the magnifi- 
cence of his promife ? For he fays fome- 
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where, " Thou wilt raifc me from the 
dead, and 1 will confefs unto thee." And, 
'-' Thou madeft me ro flcep ; I flumbercd i 
*' I was awaked, becaufe thou art with 
'• mef.'' And again. Job faith, ^^ Thou 
*' wilt raife again this flefli of mine, 
f* which hath fuflered all thefe things J,** 

XXVIL 

Therefore in that hope let our 
fouls be knit to him who is faithful to 
his promifes, and juft in his judgments. 
He who comnianded us not to lie, much 
more he yrill not lie. For there is no- 
thing impoffible with God, except to be 
falfe. Let the faith of him be again re- 
vived in us ; and let us attentively con- 
fider that all things are near unto him. 
By his magnificent word he hath ap- 
pointed all things, and by that fame word 
he is able utterly to deflroy them all. 
'^ Who will fay unto him, What haft thou 

t Pfal, ixi. f . :|: Job xix. 26. 
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" done ? of who will refift the ftrength of 
'* his power ?" When, and how he pleaf- 
ed, he hath formed dl things, and none 
of his decrees can pafs away, All things 
afe before him, and nothing is fecret 
from him. If " the heavens declare the 
'* glory of God, and the firmament fpeaks 
" forth the work of his hands, the day 
" uttereth fpeech unto the day, and night 
** unto night teacheth knowfedge ; and 
** there arc no words nor fpeech whofe 
** Toices are not heard ■^.'' 

XXVIII. 

Seeing then all things are feen and 
heard, let us fear him, and forfake the 
impure lufts of etil works, that we may 
be covered by his mercy from the future 
judgments. For how can any of us ef- 
cape from the mighty power of his hand? 
For what world can protefl: apoftates from 

* Pfal. xix. 
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him ? for the fcripture faith fomewher^i 
«« Where ftiall I fly ? and where fhall I 
'< be hid from thy face ? If I ihall afcend 
" into heaven, thoii art there ; if I go 
«' awzy to the outmoft endi of the earth, 
'* there thy right hand is. If I.ly down 
*' in the abyfleS, there thy Spirit is V 
Where then ftiall one go ? where fk^M 
he fly from him who cncompafles ail 
things ? 

:^xiX. 

W H E R E F o R E let US draw near to 
him with holinefs bf foiil, lifting Up chaftc 
and pure hands unto him^ loving our be- 
nign and merciful Father, who hath made 
us a part of the eleftion to himfelf. For 
thus it is written, " When the moft High 
** divided the nations, when he fcattered 
** the fons of Adam, he appointed the 
" bounds of the nations according to the 
" number of the angels, his people Ja-» 

* Pfal, cxxxix. 7i 8. 

cob 
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»' cob was made the Lord's portion ; the 
•* line of his inheritance^ Ifrael *•" And 
)ie faith in another place, '' Behold, the 
'* Lord taketh to himfelf a nation out of 
*' the midd of nations, even as a man 
** takes the firft-fruits out of the threfli'- 
*' ing' floor; and the holy of holies ihall 
^' proceed from that nation f /' 

XXX. 

, Wherefore, being the portion of 
the Holy One, lei us do aH the things 
of holinefs, let us fly from evil-fpeak- 
ing, from impious and impure embraces^ 
youthful lufls, abominable concupifcences^ 
deteflable adultery, and execrable pride. 
For God faith, *' he refifts the proud, 
** and gives grace to the humble V^ Let 
tis then cleave to thofe to whom grace is 
beftowed from Godi Let us be cloathed 
with harmony, being humble-minded and 

* Deat. xxxiiv 5f 0* t Deut, iv. 34. t Pro. 
••• 
in. 34, 

y coa- 



42 THE FIRST EPISTLE oi^ 
( continent, keeping ourfelyes far from all 



I 



backbiting and evil fpeaking, being jufti-* 
fied by our works, and not by our words* 
For he faith, " He who fpeaks much 
** fhati be made to hear in his turn, and 
** does he who is eloquent imagine him- 
" felf to be juft ? Bleffed is he that is 
** born of a woman, and Ihort-lived : do 
" not multiply words *." Let our praife 
be in God, and nor of ourfelves, for God 
hates thbfe who proclaim their own 
praife. Let the teftimony of our good 
aftions be giren by others, as it was gi* 
ven to our fathers who were righteous : 
but arrogance, felf-iraportance, and au- 
dacioufnefs belongs to them who arc ac- 
curfed of God : and gentlenefs, humility 
of mind, and meeknefs ihall be to them 
who are bleffed of God. 

* Job xi. 2, 3. 

XXXL 
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Let us then be firmly attached to his 
blefSng, and mark what arc the paths of 
that bleffing. Let^ ua revolve in our minds 
the things that have happened from the 
beginning. Upon what account was our 
father Abraham juilified ? was itnotbe<r 
caufe he wrought righteoufnefs and truth 
by faith ? Ifaac knowing with confidence 
what was to come;^ chearfuliy became a 
facrifice. Jacpb with humility of mind 
departed out of his own country, flying 
from his brother; he went unto I^abanj 
and becaine his fervant, and the twelve 
fceptres^of Ifrael were given unto him, 

XXXII. 

If any man (hould accurately confider 
them one by one, he would underftand 
the magnificence of the gifts beftowed by 
him. For of him proceed all the priefts 
and Levjtes, miniftring at the altar of 
God :--:from him com^s the Lord Jefus, 

ac- 
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according to the flcfli : — from him kings, 
princes, and governors, proceed, from the 
line of Judah. Neither were the reft of 
the fceptres in fmall honour, according 
to God^s promife, " Thy feed fliali be 
^^ as the ftars of heaven ^." All obtained 
honour and were made great, not on ac« 
count of themfelves, their doings, or the 
righteous works wrought by them, but 
according to his good pleafure. And we 
then, being called by his will, in Chrift 
Jefus, are not juftified on our account, 
neither hy our wifdom, underftanding, 
godlinefs, nor on account of the works 
wrought by us in holinefs of heart, but hy 
faith, by which the Almighty God hath 
juftified all from everlafting, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

XXXIII. 

What ihall we then do, brethren? 
fhall we ceafe from doing good works^ 

♦ Gen. «T. 5. 

and 
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and relinquiih love ? God by no means 
will allow this to be done by us. Let us 
then without ceafing, and with chearful- 
nefs of mind, make hafte to perfeft every 
good work. For the Creator and Lord 
of all things rejoices exceedingly in his 
works : for by his fupreme all-governing 
power he hath eftablifhed the heavens^ 
and hath adorned them by his incom- 
preheniible wifdom ; he hath alfo fepa- 
rated the earth from the circumambient 
water^ and hath eftabliihed the founda- 
tion, of his own pleafure, like unto a 
fiable tower: and he hath commanded 
the living creatures which turaultuoufly 
play therein, to be, according to his or- 
der : alfo, having firft created, he hath 
inclofed by his power the fea and all the 
living creatures that are in it : and after 
all thefe, with his holy and unfpotted 
hands he formed man, the flamp of his 
image, the moft eminent, and as to know- 
ledge every way the greateft of them all. 
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for fo God fpeaks, ^^ Let us make maa 
'^ according ,to our image and likenefs : 
<^ and God made man ; male and fem-ale 
^* made he them *.'^ When he had fini- 
filed all thefe, he praifed them and blef- 
fed them, and faid,,J' Encreafe ye, and 
'' multiply f," Let us behold how all the 
juft were adorned with good works ; and 
the Lord having adorned himfelf by his 
works, rejoiced. Having therefore this 
example, let us with chearfulnefs fpee- 
dily approach unto his will, and with all 
our ftrength let us work the work of 
righteoufnefs, 

XXXIV, 

A GOOD workman with confidence 
takes the bread of his labour : but the 
flothful and negligent dares not look his 
employer in the face. It becomes us then 
to be chearful and ready to good works^ 

* Gen. i. 26. f ver, 28, 

for 
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for of him are all things* For he foretells 
tis, '* Behold the Lord, and his reward is 
" before his face, to retider unto every 
^ man according to his work **" He ex- 
horts us therefore from his whole hearC 
concerning this particular, that we fliould 
not be idle nor Hothful to every good 
work; let our glorying and confidence 
be in him : let us be fubjeft to his will : 
let us ferioufly confider the whole multi- 
tude of his angels> how, ftanding before 
him they minifter to his will. For the 
fcripture fays> ** Ten thoufand times ten 
'^ thoufand ftand before him> and thou- 
^ fands of thoufands minifter unto him f^ 
" And they cried. Holy, holy, holy LfOrd 
^ of hofts ! the whole creation is full 
'* of thy glory t." Therefore, being ga- 
thered together harmoniouily into one 
place, cpnfcientiouily, as out of one 
mouth, let us cry earneftly unto him^ 

* Ifaiah xl. lO, Ixii. ii. Rev. xxii. 12. 
f Dan, vii. lo. % Ifaiah vi. 3. 

that 
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that we may be. made partakers of bid 
great and glorious promifes ; for he faith^ 
<^ Eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor 
^' hath it afcended into the heart of mani 
'' what things he hath prepared for them 
^ who wait for him ^.'^ 

XXXV. 

Beloved, hdw Meffed and wonder-* 
ful are the gifts of God ! Life in immor-« 
tality ! fplendor in righteoufnefs 1 truth in 
boldnefs of liberty ! faith in confidence ! 

temperance in holinefs 1- and all thefe 

things fall under pur underllanding. Whac 
then muft thefe things be, which are pre- 
pared for them who endure patiently ? 
The all-holy Maker and Father of ages 
only knows the quantity and beauty of 
them* Let us then eameflly contend that 
we may be found among the number of 
thefe who wait patiently for him, that we 

♦ I Cor. ii. 9*. 

may 
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ihay Se paitakenof liis promifed gtfcd. 
Burhow is this to be cfone, beldted'?-^ 
Thusf if oun minds be eftablifhed in £lith' 
towards God f if we diHgently: tfeek after 
thefe thiitgs that are acceptaislciaiid well-' 
pleafing to him: if we fhdli ha^te dooe 
the things that ate agreeable to his fpot- 
lefs willy atxd haye followed ithe way of 
truth, cdfting^^ away from outfelfesv all 
unrighteolifQefsy lawlefnefs, colretoufnefs^ 
ftrifes, ■' evil commtmications and dcxmt,\ 
whimperings and-evitfpeakings^hitred^ of 
God> haiighti&^Si pride^ yain-gloryj and 
ambition ; for they who do thefe tbiisgs 
become hateful to God. '^ Not onl3r they 
'^ who do thefe things, but alfo they whd 
'* Gonfent with them ^/^ For tbte £iith 
the fcripture, '' But God faith unto thtf 
** fmner, Why ddft thou declare my laW8;p 
** and takeft my covenant in thy mouth i 
^' thou haft hated inftru^lbn^ and caft 

* Rom.^i. 32; 

G O^^ 
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my words behind thee : if thou faweft 
a thief, thou didft run with him, and 
put in thy portion with adulterers 
•* Thy mouth was filled with malice, and 
*' thy tongue rolled deceits ; thou fitted 
*^ and fpeakeft evil of thy brother, and 
*' fetteft down fcandal againft^hy mo- 
'* ther's fbn. Thefe things thou haft 
** done, and I was filent : thou conceiv* 
'* edft iniquity, that I will be like unto 
** thee. I will reprove thee, and place 
*' tbfec before thy face. Underftand this, 
*' all ye who forget God, left he tear 
"' thee as a lion, and none be found to 
•* refcuc thee. The facrifice of praife 
" fliall glorify me; and there is the path 
" which I will fliew unto him, tho^falva- 
'* tion of God ^/* 

XXXVI. 

This is the path, beloved, in which 
We find our falvation, Jefus Chrift, the 

♦ Pfalm 1. 1 6. to thc^nd. 

High 
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High Prieft of our oflFerings, our leader, 
and the helper of our infirmity. Thro' 
' him let us fix our attention on the fub- 
lime heavenly things. And thus we will 
behold^ as in a glafs, his fpotlefs and moH: 
exalted countenance. By him the eyes of 
pur heart are opened : by him our igno- 
rant and darkened underflanding is raifed 
up to his marvellous light : by him it was 
the Lord's will that we (hould tafte of his 
immortal knowledge, who being the ef- 
fulgent fplendor of his majefty, being fo 
much greater than the angels, as he hath 
obtained by inheritance a more excellent 
name *. For thus it is written, ** Who 
'* maketh his angels fpirits, and his mini- 
• ' fters a flame of fire f." But concerning . 
his Son the Lord fpake thus, " Thoii art 
" my Son, this day I have begotten thee. 
" Alk of me, and I will give the nations . 
'* thine inheritance, and the bounds of 

* Heb. i. 3, 4. -j- Pfalm d". 4. 
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"the earth thy poffefEon *." A|id agaia 
he &ith to him, ''Sit thou on my right 
" hand, until I fet thine enemies the fobt-% 
**;ilool of thy feet !•" Who then are his 
enemies ? !Thi^ wicked, who oppofe their 
own will to the ttift of God. 

XXXVII. 

I Men and brethren, let us fight then 

with all e^gemefs in his fpotlei^ precepts. 

'Xet txs cotifidec thofe foldiers who fought 

' imder Our leaders. ' How orderly ? with 

'*what • readidefs and fubtnii&on did they 

tttcutt their orders? All are not prae- 

tol:Sj nor trifapnes, nor centurions, nor 

captains of fifty/ tand fo forth. But every 

« ^e, iu his^ proper rank, executes the pr- 

1 fiers giten him' by the kmg and his ge- 

perals* The! great cannot be without the 

fmaU| nor the fmall without the great : 

there is a certain connexioq among all; 

and thefe hare their ufe.— r Let us take 

♦ Pialm ii, 7, 8. t ?f^^™ ^' I* 

m 
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for example our body : the head is not 
without .the feet, nor the feet without 
the! head ; and the fmalleft: mimbers of 
•pur body arc neceffary and ufcful to the 
whole body : but all confpire together, 
•and ufe the fame fubje6U6n, for the ufe 
of the whole, 

XXXVIU. 

Th e r e F o KiE, let our whole body 
be preferred in Ghrift Jefus. Let every 
'pne be fubjeft 10 -his neighbour, accord- 
ing to the order "^he is placed- in by his 
grace. Let not the ftrong defpife the 
weak ; and let the weak rcvercnpe the 
j[lrong ; let the rich, minifter fupply to 
the poor; and let the poor blefs God 
who hath given him wherewithal to fup- 
ply his want. Let the wife man ihew 
forth his wifdom, not in words, but in 
good works. Let not the humble-minded 
bear witnefs to himfelf, but let others 
be^r witnefs of him. Let not him who i 
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ihafte boaft, knowing that it is another 
who bcftowed on him the gift of conti- 
nence. Let us then, brethren, confider 
of what kind of matter we were made : 
what and what kind of pcrfons we came 
into the world, even as out of a grave 
^nd darknefs : he who made and formed 
us, introduced us into his world, having 
firfl: prepared his works of kindncfs, be- 
fore we Were born. Sjsreing then we have 
all thefe things from him, we ought to 
give thanks to him for all things; to 
whom be glory for ever and even Amcq. 

XXXIX. 

Imprudent, thoughtlefs, foolifli^ 
and ignorant men, mock and deride us, 
choofing to puff themfelves up in their 
own thoughts. For wnat can mortal man 
do ? or what ftrength is in him who is 
fpriing from the earth ? For it is written, 
" There was no form before my eyes, 
» "bu, 
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"but I heard a breeze and •a voice. - 



"What then ? can mortal man be clean 
'• in the fight of the Lord ? or can man 
*' be blamelefs as to his works, if he 
" pUwS no truft in his fervants, and dif- 
** cerns the want of teftitude in his an- 
" gels ? But the heavens are not pure in* 
" his fight ; allow then, that they are fo 
" who inhabit houfes of clay, of whom 
" we alfo are made of the fame clay. -He 
** ftruck them like a moth, and from morn 
** to night they are no more; becaufe 
** they could not help one another, they 
" are deftroyed. He did^low upon them> 
*" and they died, becaufe they had not 
** wifdom. But call thou, if any will an* 
" fwer thee, or if thou canfl: behold any 
" of the holy angels, for wrath deftroys 
" the foolifli, and envy cuts off him who 
*' wanders aftray. But I have obferved 
** the foolifli fliooting forth their roots : 
** but fuddenly their habitation was con- 
*' fumed. Let their children be far from 
^ ' ■ ■ . '< fife- 
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'' fafety ; let them be dafhed againfl. the 
" gates of their infcrior&j and let therd 
** be none to refcue them. That whkh' 
** they have gathered together, the juft' 
** ihall eat, and they {hall not be delhrer*' 
^ from their calamities ^.'' 



€4 



is £ £ I K G thefe things tKeo arc mam- 
feft to us, looking into the depths of the 
divine knowledge, we ought to. dp aif' 
things orderly,, .as the Lord hath -com:-' 
manded them to be performed^ and to 
bring our offerings, and perform our fer« 
vices at the appointed feafons; neither 
conunanded he thefe things to \>c doi^& 
ra(hly and diforderly, but at appointed 
times and hours; where alfo> and by 
whom, he wills ; they ihpuld be perform** 
ed. He hath determined by his owq fu*^ 
preme mil, that all things beitfg done in' 

• Jobiv. i6. to the end. v. i-^j^. xv, 15/, 
xxvii. 16, 17. 

hoip^ 
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iiolinefsy acc(»:ding to his good pleaifure, 
inight be acceptable to his wilU Thejr 
therefore who perform their i^eriogs at 
the appointed times, are accepted and 
blefTed. For they who follow the laws 6f 
the Lord do not go aftray. For the pro- 
per fervices are given to the high-prieft^ 
knd the priefts have their own proper 
place appointed them ; and their own pro- 
per miniftry lies upon the Levites. The 
layman is bound by the precepts belong* 
mg to laics. 

xii. 

Let every one oi jda, t>rethrra, id 
a good confcience, keeping his own pro- 
per ordel:, give thanks to Gbd, keeping 
within the appointed bounds of the rule 
of his teligious fervice with gtavity. The 
continual facrifices, brethren, whether 
they Concern prayers, or fins^ dr tranf- 
greiEons, are not offered tip in every 
placed but in Jerufalem only ; and even 
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there they arc not oftered up in every 
place, but before the temple towards the 
mercy-feat, the oflfering being firft care* 
fully infpefted by the high-prieft and the 
above-mentioned minifters : and they who 
in this aft contrary to his will are punifli- 
cd with death. You fee> brethren, the 
more knowledge we are dignified with, 
the greater danger we arc liable to. 

XLIL 

The apoftles preached the gofpel to 

us from the Lord Jefus Chrift; Jefus 

Chrift from God, Chrift then was fent 
from God, and the apoftles from Chrift ; 
and both regularly, according to the will 
of God. Having then received command- 
ments, and being fully perfuaded thro' 
the refurreftion of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
with confidence of the Holy Ghoft, they 
went forth> preaching the kingdom of 
God that was to cbmci Ha?ing therefore 
preached the gofpel thro' region^ and ci- 
ties) 
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ties, they conftttuted the firft-fruits of 
them (having tried them by the Spirit) 
biihops and deacons over them that ihould 
believe. Neither was this any new thing ; 
for it was written many ages before con- 
cerning biihops and deacons ; thus fpeaks 
the fcripture fomewhere, *^ I will confti- 
'^ tute their bifliops in rigbteoufncfs, and 
f' their deacons in faith ^/^ 

XLHI. 

And what \yonder, if they in Chrift 
who were intrufted by God with this 
work, conftituted thofe whom we have 
mentioned before ? Even as Mofes, the 
blelTed and faithful fervant of God in all 
his houfe, hath recorded in the (acred 
books all the precepts that were given 
him ; whom the reft of the prophets 
have folbwed, bearing witnefs together 
to thefe laws eftabliihed by him; for 
he, when emulation happened about the 
pricfthood, the tribci murmuring, vhich 

f Ifaiahlx. 17, ^ 
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of them fhonld be adorned with that glq- 
lious name^ commanded the chiefs of the 
twdve tribes to bring to him their rods, 
htyinig the names of each tribe written 
upon them^ and having received them, be 
^Kmnd them together, and feaied thenoi 
with the fignet-rings of the chiefs of the 
tribes, and depoiited them in the taber- 
nacle of witnefs upon the table of 6od| 
and having locked the tabernacle, he feal- 
Cd the keys, even as he had done the 
rods, and faid unto them^ Men, brethren, 
Qod hath ohofen that tribe, whofe rod 
ihali bloifom, to do the office of the 
prieft-hood, and minifter in the holy 
things to him. And in the morning he 
^lied together all Ifrael, fix hundred 
thoufand men, and ihewed the feals to 
the he^ds of the tribes; then he open? 
ed the tabernacle of the teftimony, and 
brought forth the rods, and Aaron^s rod 
^one was found bearing, not only blof? 
foms^ but alfo fruit* What think ye, be- 
loved? 
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Pid not Mofes know that this wonld 
come to pafs? Mod certainly he did; 
but that there might be no fedition in 
IfraeL thus he did, that the name of the 
true and only God might be glorified; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

XLiy. 

Also our apoflles knew through our 
Jx)rd Jefus Chrift, that contention would 
arife concerning the name of the bifhop's 
office. On this account then, being en* 
dowed with perfeft fore-knowledge, they 
conftituted chofe whom we have men- 
tioned before ; and then gave an addi* 
tional diredlion, that when they fhould 
fall afleep, other men well proved ihould 
fucceed them in their miniftry. Such then 
who have been ordained by them, or af- 
ter them by other men of good reputa- 
tation, with the hearty confent of the 
whole church, and who haye been blame* 
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Icfs minifters to the flock of Chrift, with 
humility of mind, peaceably and withouc 
clamour, and bcfides having the teftimo- 
ny of many for a long time, we judge 
It utterly unlawful to caft them out from 
their miuiftry. For it is not a fmall crime 
we are guilty of, if we thruft out thofe 
from their bifhoprick, who have offered 
up the gifts without blame, and in holi- 
nefs. Blefled are thofe prefl>yters, who 
have gone before, and finifhed their 
courfc, who have obtained a fruitful and 
perfeft difmiffion ! for they are not afraid 
left they ftiould be removed from the; 
place appointed them. For we underftand 
that ye have turned out from the mini- 
flry fome who had a fair converfation, 
and behaved with honour and without 
blame, 

XLV. 

Ye are contentious, brethren, and 
zealous for things that ha^e 00 concern 

about 
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flibbut falvation. Look carefully into the 
fcriptures, thefe faithful oracles of the 
Holy Ghoft. Underftarid that nothing 
unjuft or feditious is recorded in them. 
For ye (hall never find the rtghteous^ 
caft oflF by holy men ; the righteous have 
been perfecbted, but it v^as by lawlefs 
men : they have been imprifoned, but h 
was by the ungodly: they have been 
Honed to death, but it was by tranfgref- 
fors : they were flain, but it was by the 
impure, and fuch as had alTumed unjuft 
zeal They glorioufly endured all thefe 
fufFerings. What then ftiall we fay, bre- 
thren ? Was Daniel caft into the den of 
lions by min fearing God ? Were Ana- 
nias, Azarias, and Mifael thrown into the 
fiery furnace by thofe who prbfeiTed the 
excellent arid honourable worihip of the 
Moft High ? Far be it that fuch a thing 
fliould be. Who are the perfons then that 
perpetrate thefe things ? Men execrable, 
and full of all malice, Were carried out 

to 
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to fo great fury, as to clothe with torture 
thofe who in a holy slnd blamelefs courfe 
of life fenrcd God ; being ignorant of 
this, that the Moft High is the proteflor 
and defender of thofe^ who with a pure 
cdnfcience worihip his innate virtuous 
naime ; to whom be gloiy for ever and 
ever. Amen. But they who have en- 
dured with a full perfuaiion have inhe- 
rited glory and honour. God has raifed 
up and exalted their memory through atf 
ages. Amen. 

XLVL 

It becomes us then, brethren, to 
cleave clofe unto fuch examples ; for it is 
written, ^' Qeavc unto the {dints, be- 
^ caufe (uch as cleave unto them ihalf 
^^ be fanfiified ^," And again he faith ia 
another place, ^' With innocent men thoU 
^ fhalt be innocent, and with the p£r« 

^ Ecdus vi, 34. 

^' vcrft 
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'^'^ rer fe thou (halt be pctvcrted ^.^* Lqt 
US then cleave to the innocent and right- 
eous, for they are the eleift of God. Why 
then arc there among ybii contentions, 
mger, faftions, fchifms, and fightings? 
Hare we not one God f hive we not on© 
Chrift ? have we not one Spirit of grace 
poured out upon us ? and have we nojt 
one calling in Chrift ? Why then do wc 
rend and tear in pieces the members of 
Chrift, ^nd ftir up feditioh agajnil our 
own body ? And have we arrived at fo 
great madnefs, ^s to forget that we arc 
members one of another ? Remember the 
words of oiir Lord Jefus ; for he faid, 
'' Wo to that man, by whom oflfences 
'^ come ! it had been better for him ne- 
" ver to have been bom, than to offend 
" one of my cleft. It were better for hini 
^' to haVe a milftone tied aroiind him, and 
" be drowiicd in the fea, than to offend 

♦ Pfal, xviii. 26. 
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> 
*' one of the leaft that belongs to me .'^ 

The fchifm among you hath perverted 

many, thrown many into hea?inefs of 

hearty many into perplexity and doubt ; 

and all of us into grief : and ye perfevcrc 

in your fedition. 

XLVII. 

T A K E up* the epiftle of the bleffed 

apoftle Paul. What did he chiefly 

write to you in the beginning of the go- 
fpel ? Surely he wrote to you, by divine 
infpiration, concerning himfelf, Cephas, 
and Apollos, bccaufe that even then ye 
bad become partial ; but that very par- 
tiality was the lefs criminal in you, that 
it was for apoftles, men of high reputa- 
tion, and for a man who was tried and 
approved by them. But now confider whd 
they are that have perverted you, that 
have diminiflied the gravity and comeli- 
hefs of your every-where celebrated bro- 

therljf 
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therly love. It is a {hamc, beloved, a very 
great fliame, and unworthy of your manner 
of life in Ghrift, to hear that the moft firm- 
ly eflablifhed and ancient church of the 
Corinthians fbould, on the account of 
one or two perfons, raife a fedition againft 
their presbyters ; and this rumour hath 
pot onlr reached to us^ but alfo to them 
who are otherwife inclined, wavering 
away from \xs ; fo that the name of the 
Lord is reproached on account of your 
folly, and ye yourfelves are involved ia 
ganger, 

XLVIIL 

L E T us then with all hafle remove 
this; let us fall down before the Lord, 
and with tears implore him to be merci- 
ful and reconciled to us, and to reftore 
us to our comely brotherly love, and 
pure converfation : for this is the gate of 
righteoufnefs opened unto life ; as it is 
written, " Open ye to me the gates of 
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f righteoufncfs ; I will go in and confefi 
^* unto the Lord. This is the gatfe of 
^' the Lord ; the righteous ftiall enter in 
f' thereat ^.'^ Seeing then many gates 
?ire opened, that which is in righteouf- 
nefs is the gate which is in Chrift, into 
which bleffed are all they that enter, and 
flireft their courfe in holinefs and righte- 
pufnefs, perfefting every thing without 
diforder. Let any one be fi^ithful, let 
him be powerful in uttering knowledge, 
wife in a juft difcernment of words, pure 
in his works ; fo much the more ough^ 
he to be humt>le-minded ; and the more, 
foj that he appears to be much greater 
than others, fo he ought to feek the com- 
^lon good of all;^ and not bis own« 

XLIX. 

* • 

H E who haih the love that is in 

» 

Ghrift, liet him kef p the comtnandmcnts 
pf Chrift. 'What words ar^ able to ex-! 

f ?f«ilm 93^viii, 19, 20. 

preft 
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prefs the bond of the love of God ? What 
inan is fufficient to fpcak becomingly of 
the excellency of its beauty ? The height 
to which love leads is inexpreffible. Love 
Unites us to God ; love covers a multi- 
tude of fins; love beareth all things; pa- 
tiently endureth all things ; there is no- 
thing bare and mean in love ; love is not 
puffed up ; love has nothing to do with 
fchifm ; raifes no fedition ; love does all 
things in harmony. In that love were all 
the elect of God perfcfted : without love 
nothing is acceptable to God : the Lord 
icompaffionately took us up in love. It 
t^s on account of the love that the Lord 
Jefus Chrift bad for qs, thaft he gave his 
blood for us by the will of God; alfo his 
fleOi for our flefh, wd his foul for our 
foulst 

L. 

Beholp^ bebved, how great and 
wonderful love is ; neither can any words 
cxprefs its pcrfeftipn. Who is meet to be 
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found in it, but thofe whom God (hall ac- 

• > «# 

count worthy ? Let us pray then, and feek 
that we may be accounted worthy of him ; 
that, we may live unblameable in love, 
without human partiahty. AH generations 
from Adam even unto this day have paf- 
fed away ; but they who are perfefted ii^ 
love [according to] the grace of Chrift, 
poffefs the place of the godly, they fhall 
be made to iappear in the vifitation of the 
kingdom of Chrift. For it is written, 
** Enter ye into your fecret chambers, 
^^ for a very very little, until my wrath 
*' and anger pafs away ; and I will be 
" mindful of the good day, and will raifc 
'* you out of your graves ^.^ Blcffed 
fliall we be, beloved, if we (hall do the 
commandmenrs of God in harmony, that 
through his love our fins may be forgi- 
ven ! for it is written, " Bleffed are they 
*' whofe tranfgreflions are forgiven, whofq 

* Ifaiah xxvi. :?o. 
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^^ iniquities arc covered ! blcffed is the 
^' man to whom the Lord imputeth not 
'^ iniquity, and in whofe mouth there is 
'' no guile f ." This very bleffing is ful- 
filled in thofe who are chofen of God, 
through Chrift Jefus our Lord ; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

LI. 

L E T us then, as many of us as Have 
tranfgreiTed through one or other [of the 
infligations] of theadvetfary, be account- 
ed worthy to obtain remiffion ; and they 
who have been ring-leaders of the fedi- 
tion and faftidn, would do well to aim at 
the common end of our hope. For they 
Who lead their cdnverfatioh with fear and 
love, would much rather that they fliould 
fall into tribulation, than their neigh- 
bours; and would rather choofe to be 
condemned themfelves, than that the beau- 
tiful, righteous^ and unanimous profeffion 

t Pfalm xxxii. i, 2. 

deli- 
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■ 

delivered to us^ fhoiild be condemned. 
For it is better that a man fhould con- 
fefs his fins, than harden his heaVt : even 
as thofe who raifed fedition againft Mo- 
fes the fervant of the Lord, hardened 
cheir hearts, ^hok condemnation was 
manifeft : for they went alive into the 
feparate flate, and death fwallowed them 
up ; Pharaoh alfo^ and his army, and all 
the princes of Egypt, alfo their chariots 
and horfemen. Thefe fof no other rea- 
fon were drowned in the Red Sea, and 
peri{hed> but fof this> that their foolifli 
hearts were hardened, after io great mi- 
racles were wrought in the land of Egypt 
by Mofcs the fervant of God. 

III. 

B R E T H R E N, the Lord ftainds in need 
of nothing, nor demands ought of an^ 
man, but to confefs unto him. For David 
the chofen one faith, *' I will confefs 
^ unto the Lord; which will be more ac- 

•^xep tabic 
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*j .ceptaWe tbwi a 7oung:|*iH«5l:pr<}doc:'» 
**: jng hern9 ilpd hpof^. :Ti^:fl^f: iball 
«i fee, aod fluin rgpice,^/' Aod^^gaia lie 
feith,; " SacrififiBijUntQ G»ed d^,4«?ri6ce 
" of prai(ei aqd pify ufttoj.rii* Mi^tl-High' 
'I fhy vpi^fft'-iM^U ;Uj?Q8 »eciOj*he daf 
•;*:rf tbjr:jr(:^yb.fc' I wl.ldeliyv8l>yee^:and- 
'..pbou j(h»H..4gl0rify:ni>«.i feaUk^brokeU' 
*i fpiri|;i»,%/(|^#«e;t0.Grq^..t<?i vc:. . -, " 

: '3f ^y lrii6»ft.'ibdovcdj yeaj ^^vdrj^ welt 

a!5Qt?d,^^ijR^al/jh«,:thaJcr8ei yourixc-*' 

iQ£t^j^£>^6ttaiA>' iaod- ccftftmiied tfiierd: 
ftif <gpi j^yfL^nA jfenyi nighttfin ;fifticig; and c 
huiOliidli^ <SodiktdiUpt6rfaillvr^' Aitfo^^: 
**::Mpfi;?njgd:dfl^fl (jaickly^.^from Bfbcd' 
«* for thy people^ which thou broughf j^ffi • 

* Pfalm Ixix. 31. f Pfi^-i.Jj4K>:Hl;WS: 

K " o«. 
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*^ out i[$flEgyp«; hate ttaii^^ Thcjr 
u have fo<>n;«bfricd out o^tKd tnly wbicS 
'< I cdtfitMH^M them $ th6y havi made td 
^ thd«ifie^<£ '' ^teh iiikg^d: And the 
'' ijokiUlA ia^& hiih; I hai^ (}>bkeii un- 
"^ to cheb 6M( ind dgatU, %<%> I have 
'' fecai'diils^p^i^, audi bdibJai^la pfeopld 
'^ ftiff-oedcAi; Let me^ akttei^itiQit I may 
'' deftfdy t^f atid I ^wlfiiMbf <S(il theii^ 
<« name from undei* htatcn; ^nd I will 
** make thet into a'liiafiba greslt and won- 
<« derfuV^^att^ jinich mdi^ihjtttnch&y; But 
'^ Mofi» l^ad^i^lbt fo, Lord';* forgfive thar 
^^ fill tortbe |icdpib$ bmi if 'iM>t9 tdbt me< 
'^6ati)& «he*Kik,of the' ftrfcig*^>>^ 
^freat Iotc lOt^forniouiitai&Ie fi^fe£^4< 
the {ertim iMrtS<Bhie^^J^ 
nefs. ancl .liBeitt)&{i - be inrt^cis ^fo^{ pafdUtt ' 
to , the muhitilde ^ otheihi^il^ ^aisdoyiiidgf '^ 
himfelf worthy: to l>e Mj^ted'dar tHtti* 






Ck •■ .-» t .-; > ' « 



<--i' --^ 



-•; J 



* Ekodj xxJCfi. 7-^^* 
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Liy. 

W 8 o then ^mong you i$ generous ? 
Who is tenderly compaffionate ? Who is 
filled with love? Let him fay, * If this 
' fedition, this contentiop, thefe fchifms 
f are on ttiy account, I am ready to dc- 

* part, and to withdraw myfelf whithcrfo- 
f ever ye pleafe, and do whatfpeyer is en- 
f joined me by the multitude. Only let 

* the Iheepfold of Chrift live in peace, 
f with the preftyters that are fet over 
f them.' Whofoeyer (hall do this, fliall 
purchafe to himfelf great hcHiour in the 
JLord, and every place will receive him; 
t* For the earth, and the futoefs thereof, 
«' is the Lord's." Tiiefe things, which 
m not to be repented of, they whofc 
oyarerkiion is towards God, have done, 
aipd wilt do. 

LV. 

But iiet us iproduce the examples of 
the nationsi^Ni^ Many Jcings and rulers^ 
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warned by an oracle, have delivered themt 
felves up to (le^th, that fh^y might by 
their )[>]opd ranfom their citizens: many 
have voluntarily bainifliad,tbeinfelves from 
(heir own r epublicks, tp flop the prpgrefs 

x)f infurrc^tipn. We feave knpwp mwy, 
among purfelves, whp h^ve fubmitted to 
Iwnds, tp redeem pthprs ; ipiany have de- 
livered th^felves up p fervitude^ and 
with thfJ ^YAgps of their fervice have fed 
pther§. f Mapy- wpmeq, flrcpgthened by 
the gracp of God, have4pne many nuinly 
gftions. vXhe blelTed Judith -petitiop?d 
the elders pf her city, when it was ftrjut-^ 
ly t^efieged, that they would allow her to 
go out into the ftrangers camp. Out: of 
love to her country, and tp her people^ 
clofely \^c%cd, (he fielivwed herfelf up 
to danger, and the l^rd delivered un 
Holofemcs into the hands of a woman. 
And no lefs, Efther being perfeft in faith 
threw herfelf into imminent danger, diat 
flue might refgue th? twelve tribes of lf-» 

ml 
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rael from inftant deftru£^ion ; for by faft^ 
ing and humbling: hef felf (he' befought 
the Lordy the 'maker of all things^ the 
God of ages/ who difceming the humi- 
lity of her {pmt, delivered the people 
Ibr whofe fake flie endangered herfelf. 

m • - ■ • • • 

LVL 

/W H E R £ F OH E let US pray for them 
^ho have fallen into any trefp^fs, that 
being endued with moderation and humi<? 
Jlity of mind; they may fubmit,not to us, 
but to the will of. God: for by this 
means they ihall obtain a fruitful and per- 
kd remembrance before God and his 
iaints with mercies. Let us^ beloved, re- 
ceive correction/ on account of which 
none ought to be angry ; for the admo-* 
. JUMU we give . to one another is good, 
9nd exceeding profitable ; for it makes us 
degve clofely to the will of God. For 
thus faith the holy word^ ^' The Lord 
♦' forely chaftized me, biit did not deli- 
it-.' ■ ^^ N^\ 
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<' Ter me up ra death ^» Wboiii the Lord 

V loves he chail:efts> 9iid ibourges ererf 
f^ foa whom he recetvqSr? Fx>r he ikfth, 
f' Let the righteous corrcft me 'yi mer«^ 
««.C7, and he ifball cpov^oce me; but let 
'' not the. oil of ^oers make fat mV 
** headf.'- And again he faith, «' Blefled 
*' is the man whom the Lord reproveth : 

V defpife not thou the xknftening of the 
f' Almijghty; for he caoieth grief, and 
'' reitore^h agam ; he wcmndeth, and faii 

V han^s n^ke whoie s^n ; be will di$«- 
*' liver thee in Hx croaUes, and in fevieii 
'' no evil &all tondi 'thee^ In tune of 
'^ famine he will dciivei: $bee from death, 
''and in war h^ will idcdtver thee irbm 
" the bind of the fwccnd ; ircm An 
'' fcoarge of tongues he wiil hide tliM, 
** and thou ihak not be afraid cf ^vSk 
'' coming on thee. Tbou flialt laagh at 

^' the jiiuighteoiiis and Itwltfs^ aad ibm 

•■ , . * 

"ftiak 
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^'fi»lt fiot bt (iMd of the iMStfts-of the 
^ field, for tb« besftis of'the field fiiall U 
'*'''ic' ptice- viidi' cbee, and thou &a\i 
**'iitiiivt thdt thylMiife fliaU beid pcate, 
1* add the' tloairi(M«tJlQic of thy rabetaacle 
"&A\i aot'ftU. :Tk6\i- (halt kdiyitr alfd 
*^tfcat thy feed; fiaft Be *iay,a«d'thy 
•? <ihadi«n as ih« gftifs of thtf^eM Tifmd 
\* 'tUt&tt ihalt .^(b«tMl'iat6 the -'griVe Tike 
^''■^' com ^ ddwii itt ift fetif(iili;'like 

'tv fl)6ck<^'^>Gf trbught :tdr tHif tli^efh- 
? lag-floor in xtuetltfii*.'* t6u fee, be- 
loved; that. th« hoiA {sa fhie)it>^-de- 

skiP^ood ii](tfQ^> ft is iik vnlVtHixi W 

siaife/ • '' :'■ ■^' ■ '■■■■• ■ ■ 

T t ■ • 

; Th itiL E ? «>rlk:B: yC wbO fifiJ lllj ^C 

fw94iu&3in of r the &4itioo> i^b^jyour- 
felvw to y^sr ip^ytcr?! wd iwtth the 

♦ Job V* 17—27. 
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bended knee3 of ybblr .heart be ye ia-> 
(Iru&ed unco repentanoe:; laying »fide. the 
▼ainfglpriou^dnd.proqd.boafting of your 
tong^e^ learii iUbmiiiiKkn; .For it is jht 
better for you to be frattd little^: add of 
no re;{>ati4tion among {he jflndc of Ch^ft, 
tban|.ie(iteeming.yow£dv^ to be fome^ 
wb^tj CO be thrown, QU( ^'biihc^et ifof 

fo the.aJ)-«virOi6mwi@l^;B i^Sf ^'BeMdy 
*' I:^i|>Qur out die wcfds of my wfr 
" dc^, 9ppnyoil; :li»rUlolciGh:yoHlliy 
" word When 1 €»lled>:,yc.0beyed jPidty 
*^ I extcjBkd, my v/&^ ^ y^ gayfc jtt 
<fiVi aod-iWider^d .aHj«f jcoftnfcbrMrfr 
efEs6^al>, and; 4efpifsft i/my : reprop|5,ih 
wherefore I will b^ug^-f^ your pe|rdi« 
'^ tion, and rejoice when your deftruifijjpii, 
comes, when tumpJttiou^fear overtakes 
" you, and wheil ybm overthrow fhall 
^ zXtidi. you likeawbirfwind^ When Vri-* 
'' bukdbtat akd oppf eflion (haU come-i^ 
** fufrtntod you. Thenitlhall cbide to^ 
*' pafs, that when ye call upon me, J will 

*' not 
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*' tiot hearken unto you. The wicked 

*' fhall fcek and (hall not find me, for they 

*' hated wifdora, and defired not the fear 

*' of the Lord, nor would give attention 

*' to my counfels, but defpifcd my re- 

'' proofs. Therefore they (hall eat the 

^ fruits of their way, and fhall be filled 

'' with their own ungodlinefs f." ^ ^ 
■jf 4t -jf ^ ^ ^ ^ T{jg 

all-feeing God and fovereign of fpirits, 
and Lord of all flefli, who elefted the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and us through him, 
for his peculiar people, grant unto every 
foul who calls upon his glorious and ho- 
ly name, faith, fear, peace, patience, long- 
fuffering, temperance, chaftity and fobri- 
cty, to all well pleafing to his name, thro* 
our high-prieft and leader Jefus Chrift, 
by whom be glory and majefty, dominion 
and honour unto him, both now and thro' 
all ages of agts. Afflen. 

t Prov. i. 23. 
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LVIIL 

The meflengers whom we have ftnk 
onto you, Qaudius Ephebus, and Valerius 
Bito, with Fortunatus, fend back to lis 
again as foon as poflible, in peace and 
wiih joy, that they may the more quick- 
ly bring us the good news of your peace 
and harmony^ much prayed for, and ear^ 
neftly defired by us, and that we may the 
fooner have joy in your happy re-efta^' 
bliihed order. 

The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifl: 
be with you, 9sid with all every where> 
who are called of God through him : by 
whom to him be glory^ hcHiour, might, 
and majefty, and eternal dominion fnKn 
ages to ages of ages. Amen. 
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